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elsewhere the coast is much better, both the bottom and the shore,
than it is between Santa Elena and Cape Canaveral, for there are
very good ports.

Along all the shore that I coasted there is no knowledge of any
corsair. I did not go further because the day that I was to enter at
Jacan a tremendous storm blew which drove me from the coast and
damaged my sail. It drove me to the Lucayos, off this island. Of my
two small boats I there lost one, with all its equipment. Luck
enabled me to save the crew.

I reached this town three days ago and will leave within four. Next
year I will go better prepared and start a little (p. 2) later. The
month of May is too early for that coast.

I arn reporting1 fully to His Majesty and also requesting him to
give me leave to reconnoitre all that coast as far as St. Johns, in order
that once for all we may learn its secret; and thence to go in person
to report in the matter, that His Majesty may issue orders according
to his pleasure, since there will be time for everything because I will
not leave San Agustin till the end of May.

Really, it is imperative to explore all that coast, for what I saw of
it is very different from what the chart shows. Your lordship can do
me favour by recommending this matter to His Majesty.

Meanwhile, God preserve your lordship.

Havana, June 22,1587.

Pedro Mmendez Marques (Rubric).

Document No. 6s2
[Pedro de Arana to Juan de Ybarra,3 Havana, July 22,
1588]
(p. 0                                        t
In June, 1587, off the entrance to Matanzas, the English captured
Alonso Ruiz, seaman, native of Cartagena, in a frigate belonging to
Captain Francisco de Avalos and, with others, they carried him to
England, whence he returned to this port in the manner I will
recount... (torn)...
1 Not seen.
2 A. d* /., 54-1-34, Santo Domingo 118. i pliego, original.
8 Knight of Calatrava, His Majesty's secretary in the Council for Indies.